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By Elvia López
 
With the dawn of a new semester 

comes the arrival of new perspective. Art, 
in all its interpretations and messages, can 
put light in the dreary winter and bring stu-
dents a fresh set of eyes with which to be 
enlightened. 

Pima Community College will pres-
ent an exhibit, “Constructed Works: Al-
ice Leora Briggs, Vicki Ragan and David 
Adix,” through March 6 at the Louis Car-
los Bernal Gallery in the West Campus 
Center for the Arts.

On Jan. 29 at 7 p.m., Briggs will give a 
lecture in the CFA Recital Hall, sponsored 
by the Tucson Visiting Artist Consortium. 

The three artists’ works have been dis-
played throughout the country and each 
artist brings a unique perspective to the 
PCC exhibit.

Briggs’ work utilizes the technique of 
sgraffito, a combination of painting and 
drawing. Sgraffito was developed in the 
18th century, but today refers to a method 
of scratching lines upon a plaster surface. 
Each of her images is an accretion of thou-
sands of marks.  

“I have a manic duty to make marks 
on surfaces and propose no reasonable or 
compelling explanations to advocate mak-
ing this artwork,” her portfolio Web site 
states. “This would be akin to manufactur-
ing rhetoric to justify eating or sleeping.” 

Her work is represented by NuArt Gal-

lery in Santa Fe and Etherton Gallery in 
Tucson. She exhibits her work nationally. 

“I draw the world with its imperfec-
tions, but I do so with reverence,” Briggs 
said.

Ragan’s work employs Type R pro-
cessed 30-inch by 30-inch photographs 
depicting miniature dioramas that she puts 
together. The featured series, “Odd Jobs,” 
satirizes professions such as curator, art 
historian, union leader, matador and natu-
ralist.

The artist exhibits internationally, and 
has several permanent collections across 
the United States. Ragan’s work has also 
graced the covers of Smithsonian Maga-
zine and The British Journal of Photogra-
phy.

She has published four books: “Oaxa-
can Wood Carving: The Magic in Trees,” 
“The Edible Alphabet Book,” “Oaxacan 
Ceramics” and “Changing Dreams.”

Ragan is a recipient of the University 
of Arizona’s Harold Jones Distinguished 
Alumni Award and will give a lecture at 
the UA’s Center for Creative Photography 
on Oct. 2.

Adix salvaged and reused materials 
to create “Native Figures,” a series of de-
tailed, mixed-medium sculptures.

“My current body of work explores 
the relationship of environment and place, 
and how that energy registers memory and 
time,” Adix wrote in his online artist pro-
file.

He focuses on creating beauty from 
discarded items. “I regard these compo-
nents as fossil-like evidence of what hu-
mans leave behind,” Adix said. “To me, 
they are beautiful vestiges of time.”

His collection is held at the Tucson 
Museum of Art, the Liz Hernandez Gal-
lery in Tucson, the Mariposa Gallery in 
Albuquerque and the American Visionary 
Art Museum in Baltimore. 

The Bernal Gallery held an informal 
gallery talk and artist reception on Jan. 
28.

The gallery and its programs are free 
and open to the public. Gallery hours are 
Monday through Thursday, 10 a.m.–5 
p.m.; Friday, 10 a.m.–3 p.m., and before 
most evening performances in the Center 
for the Arts theaters.
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‘Constructed Works’ art exhibit opens
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“Constructed Works: 
Alice Leora Briggs, 
Vicki Ragan
and David Adix”
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When:	 Through March 6 
Details: 206-6942

David Adix: “Native Figures.”

Alice Leora Briggs: “Stilled Heart.”


