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By Juliet Bresler

Tucson is a city rich with history
and culture. Thanks to the Tucson
Presidio Trust for Historic Preser-
vation, you can immerse yourself
in this history by following the Pre-
sidio Trail, a two-mile self-guided
walking tour of downtown.

Just follow the turquoise lines
marking many of the sidewalks
around the area. Visit the Presidio
Trust’s Web site at www.tucsonpre-
sidiotrust.org to download a bro-
chure that includes a map and in-
formation about each stop. You can
also pick up the free brochure from
the Visitor’s Center in the down-
town La Placita complex.

The walk through Tucson’s ear-
liest neighborhoods is designed as
a loop, beginning and ending at the
intersection of Church and Washing-
ton streets, on the site of one of the
first European structures in Tucson,
the Royal Presidio de San Agustin
de Tucson.

First built in 1775 by Hugo

O’Connor, an Irishman who served
with the Spanish Army, the presidio
marked the northwestern edge of the
Spanish froptier in Arizona.

Archaedlogical excavations at
the presidip site were completed
in February 2006. Construction
includes a 20-foot adobe tower, or
torreon, and 10-foot adobe walls. A
large mural| wall on the south side
provides a glimpse of how the re-
mainder of the 11-acre presidio once
looked.

Upcoming presidio events in-
clude a living history program on
March 14 from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m.
featuring docent tours and a story-
teller. Visitprs are encouraged to
dress in period clothes.

The comlplete Presidio Trail walk
takes about fwo and a half hours, but
can be dong¢ in segments. You can
begin and end wherever you like.

Tour highlights include the Pima
County Coqurthouse, El Tiradito
wishing shrine, Teatro Carmen and
the Elysian Grove and Market.

Historical plaques at most of the

tour sites provide information about
the people and stories involved with
the founding of Tucson.

The walk itself is easy and en-
joyable, and provides plenty of op-
portunities for photography and
shopping. Do wear comfortable
shoes and carry water.

There are at least 20 restaurants
within a few blocks of the trail, so
there is ample opportunity for lunch
or a break.

El Minuto Café, at the corner of
Cushing and Main streets, is located
about halfway through the walk and
serves excellent Mexican food.
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Flowers bloom near Elysian Grove.

vases.

Scavenger hunt
slated March 1

Numerous “For rent” signs fill the streets of down-
town Tucson. While that may be discouraging to
artists at Pop Up Spaces see these spaces as blank can-

In a Downtown Scavenger Hunt scheduled for March
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1, participants will receive clues to find 10 locations.
Each location will host a short activity that encourages
people to interact with the current environment, (learn
the history of the site and imagine future possibjlities
for the space.

Clues and instructions can be picked up at Shot in
the Dark Café, 121 E. Broadway Blvd., between [noon
and 2 p.m. on the day of the hunt.

The Downtown Scavenger Hunt is free and appro-
priate for all ages.

For more information, visit Www.popupspaces|org.

-By Juliet Bresler
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A statue of a Spanish solider in El Presidio Park.
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Above: The Pima County Courthouse was built in 1929.

Right: The Mormon Battalion Sculpture in El Presidio Park.




