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By Robert Sternheim

Scooters are among the most 
economical modes of transport 
available today. As gas prices 
have gone up, so have sales of 
scooters, which can get up to 100 
miles per gallon.  

Whether it’s for fun or to get 
to work, scooters have mass ap-
peal in more ways than one.

Globally, scooters are the 
most common and widely used 
vehicles, especially in Asia.    

In cities like New York, where 
parking is a nightmare and can be 
compared to a game of chess or 
hide and seek, scooters seem to 
be an answer to the problem.  

It isn’t just large cities that 
are seeing a rise in scooters, since 
Tucson also has a growing scoot-
er scene. 

One just has to go to the Uni-
versity of Arizona campus and 
see that scooters of all shapes and 
sizes are increasingly filling mo-
torcycle parking.  

There are even clubs and orga-
nizations that host scooter events 
and group rides. One of these is 
the Tucson-Nogales Scooter Ral-
ly, an annual ride where upwards 
of 100 riders from around the 
country attend.

This year’s 21st annual Scoot-
er rally was an exhilarating pet-
rol-induced adventure.

Spanning 125 miles across 
the Arizona desert, a plethora of 
2- and 4-stroke scooters zoomed 
across the pavement in what 
seemed like a sea of exhaust 
fumes and revving engines.  

From Genuine Buddys and 
Vespas, to Piaggios and Lambret-
tas, many scooters were as color-
ful as the people riding them.

The rally took place over a 
two-day period in early Novem-

ber, starting at Hotel Congress 
and ending at the Calabasas 
Campground in the Coronado 
National Forest.  

Departing from a dark and 
cold Tucson, the tour ended in a 

warm and sunny campsite, with a 
brief gas-break in Patagonia.

There was excitement in the 
air as riders arrived at the camp-
ground, with kegs being tapped 
promptly at 3 p.m. 

Soon after, the tents were 
erected and gear set up. 

The bonfires, barbecue and 
partying began, going into the 
wee hours of the morning.

It wasn’t long before the two 
kegs were empty and another was 
purchased.

Events included beer-induced 
scooter club initiations and bon-
fire scooter jumping.

There were a couple of mis-
haps, with a few wipeouts on the 
soft earth and an inebriated gen-
tleman seriously cutting his face 
and hands after apparently falling 
into some barbed wire.

Aside from the minor bloop-
ers, the rally was a success.  

Participants awoke to a chilly 
Sunday morning breakfast of 
black coffee and chorizo, pota-
toes and eggs.

Unlike the formal group-ride 
to the campsite, the ride home 
was informal. Small groups left at 
their leisure.

The 22nd rally will take place 
next fall at the same time. All are 
welcome. 

For details, visit www.tucson-
scooterrally.com. 
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Scooters fill Tucson parking spaces as people seek fuel-efficient transportation for fun and for work.


