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By Nathaniel Mitchell

Pima Community College’s 
Louis Carlos Bernal Gallery will 
host an exhibition from Oct. 27 to 
Dec. 5 for nationally recognized 
artist and former PCC instructor 
Jim Waid. 

The exhibit, titled “Natural 
Selections,” will include an in-
formal gallery talk on Oct. 29 at 
11:30 a.m., followed by an artist 
reception from 5-7 p.m.

Waid’s inspiration for the 
exhibit came while visiting the 
desert with his classes when he 
was teaching at PCC from 1971 
through 1980. He was trans-
formed by the beauty of the desert 
and made the arroyos, hills and 
canyons around Tucson a favorite 
subject for his art, according to a 
PCC press release.

“Representing work from the 
last 10 years, the nine paintings 
in this exhibit were selected to 
demonstrate the ongoing dialogue 
between the landscape, my sensi-
bility and the expressive possi-

bilities of paint,” Waid said in his 
artist statement.

Waid called his paintings en-
actments of the world around him 
rather than illustrations.

“The compression of sensa-
tion leads to an acceleration of 
concentration, disarming the mind 
from its usual routine, allowing 
either a sharpening or opening,” 
he said. “This gives the viewer a 
sense of entering the painting, not 
just looking at it.”

Waid, who regularly exhibits 
in galleries nationwide, has lived 
in Tucson for 40 years. He is a 
founding member of Dinnerware 
Artists Cooperative and has creat-
ed two city murals, at the Colum-
bus branch library and at the Evo 
DeConcini federal courthouse.

“Natural Selections” is Waid’s 
first Tucson exhibition in a de-
cade.

The Bernal Gallery, located 
in the Center for the Arts on West 
Campus, is free and open to the 
public. For further information, 
call 206-6942.

By Manny Manriquez

The Pima Community Col-
lege Chorale and College Sing-
ers will perform Oct. 23 at 7:30 
p.m. in the Proscenium Theatre at 
the West Campus Center for the 
Arts.

The Chorale, a large mixed-
voice choir, will sing a Scottish 
folk song titled “The Water is 
Wide” and “The Deer Chase.” 
They will also present highlights 
from “Porgy and Bess” by George 
Gershwin.

The College Singers, a small-
er mixed-voice choir, will sing 
selections from “Liebeslieder 
Walzer” by Johannes Brahms.

Benjamin Sorenson has di-
rected the Chorale and College 
Singers since 1978. He performs 
regularly with the Arizona Opera 
Company.

Tickets cost $6, with dis-
counts available, and can be pur-
chased at the Center for the Arts 
box office. For more information, 
call 206-6986 or check online at 
www.pima.edu/cfa.

By Olga Manda

The Pima Community Col-
lege Wind Ensemble will blow 
through the West Campus Prosce-
nium Theatre on Oct. 21 at 7:30 
p.m.

Director Mark Nelson said 
the Wind Ensemble includes both 
wind and percussion performers. 
The program spotlights an eclec-
tic mix of original and transcribed 
works featuring famous American 
composers.

Highlights will include Gilbert 
and Sullivan’s “Pineapple Poll” 
ballet suite and a George Gersh-
win’s medley of “An American in 
Paris,” “Rhapsody in Blue” and 
“Cuban Overture.”

The band will also play “The 
Liberty Bell” march by John Phil-
lip Sousa, which features chimes 
playing as if the Liberty Bell is 
being struck. Other works on the 
program are Steven Reineke’s 
“The River of Life” and “With 
Quiet Courage” by Larry Daehn.

Tickets cost $6, with discounts 
available.

By Edgardo Hernandez

Travel writing will be the top-
ic for a Creative Writing Week-
end Workshop Oct. 24-26 at Pima 
Community College West Cam-
pus.

Peter Nichols, the author of 
both fiction and nonfiction books, 
will lead the workshop from 6-8 
p.m. on Friday and from 9 a.m. to 
5 p.m. on Saturday and Sunday.

Nichols’ books include a 
memoir, “Sea Change: Alone 
Across the Atlantic in a Wooden 
Boat.” Before becoming a full-
time writer, he spent 10 years as 
a professional yacht captain. He 
has contributed to publications 
including The New York Times, 
GQ, Outside, Men’s Journal, 
Cruising World and Salon.com.

A key theme of his workshop 
is that book and magazine pub-
lishers seek travel stories that are 
also inner voyages.   

The Travel Writing workshop 
is the second in PCC’s fall series. 
The final weekend workshop, Po-
etry Writing, will be held Nov. 
21-23 with Steve Kowit.

Workshop participants can 
register in advance at any PCC 
campus. Current and former 
PCC students can also register 
via phone at 206-4800 or online 
through www.pima.edu.

For more information about 
upcoming PCC credit and non-
credit writing classes, call 
206-4500. For details about the 
Creative Writing Weekend Work-
shops, call Meg Files at 206-6084 
or e-mail mfiles@pima.edu.

FYI
What: PCC Chorale & College Singers concert

Where: Center for the Arts Proscenium Theatre, West Campus
When: Thursday, Oct. 23, 7:30 p.m.
Tickets: $6, with discounts available

Details: 206-6986 or www.pima.edu/cfa

FYI
What: PCC Wind Ensemble 

concert
Where: Center for the Arts 

Proscenium Theatre,
West Campus

When: Tuesday, Oct. 21,
7:30 p.m.

Tickets: $6, with discounts 
available

Details: 206-6986,
www.pima.edu/cfa
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Mark Nelson directs the PCC Wind Ensemble.

Benjamin Sorenson directs PCC Chorale & College Singers.
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